The Business Forum

2012 Scholarship Program

Our Mission
The Business Forum is a professional businesswomen’s organization combining business development with self-improvement and civic involvement.  Membership is open to career professionals or owners of established business enterprises.

Our Purpose

The Business Forum was created:

· To promote the professional growth of women within business and related fields;

· To provide an organized structure within which to effectively contribute to the community; and

· To foster a business referral network

These goals are pursued through a coordinated program of active community involvement, educational speakers, workshops, and annual scholarships to highly motivated women with proven records of accomplishment.

Scholarship Applicant Qualifications:
· Be a female residing in Dane County who is planning to begin or continue her education in a 4-year, 2-year, adult education extension curriculum or technical or vocational program in Wisconsin.  Online coursework must be done through an accredited or licensed institution with a physical presence in the State of Wisconsin.  

· Be pursuing higher education in preparation for a professional, business or entrepreneurial career

· Have a record of academic performance balanced with community involvement, outside interests, and experiences

· Have demonstrated financial need

The Scholarship Applicant must submit the following by January 6, 2012:
· The completed application form (at end of this document) with applicant’s signature.

· Your typewritten response to questions A-K (identify your responses with the appropriate letter).

· A transcript (does not need to be an “official” transcript) of all high school and postsecondary courses completed or to be completed through December 2011.  (Transcripts are not necessary for coursework completed more than seven years ago).

· Reference letters from two people who are not relatives (see Reference Form at end of this document).  Reference letters must be submitted directly to The Business Forum by the person submitting the reference on behalf of the applicant.
Interviews for 2012 scholarship finalists will be held on February 16, 2012.  Scholarship winners will be recognized at the 15th annual ATHENA celebration on March 13, 2012 and will be honored at a luncheon on May 3, 2012.  Scholarship determinations are at the sole discretion of the Scholarship Committee and all scholarship decisions are final.  Scholarship funds will be disbursed directly to the educational institution by The Business Forum upon receipt of proof of registration within the 2012-2013 academic years.

Questions?  Call Briana Houlihan (608) 240-3601.

Mail, fax or email required materials by January 6, 2012 to:

Scholarship Committee

The Business Forum

2424 American Lane

Madison, WI 53704

Telephone:  608-443-2486 ext. 140

Fax:  608-443-2474 or 608-443-2478

tbf@thebusinessforum.org
www.thebusinessforum.org
The Business Forum

Application for the 2012 Scholarship Program

Due date:  January 6, 2012
Name  ____________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________  State  _____   Zip  ________

Home Phone  ____________________________   Work  ___________________

Email _____________________________________________________________

Marital Status:  _______________________  Number of Dependents:   ___________

Place of current or future education (name of university, college, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________

Expected college graduation date: ______________________________

High school graduation date: __________________________________

List the names of two individuals who will provide references for you and their relationship to you (teacher, counselor, employer, etc.).  References from relatives will not be accepted.

Name __________________________________________________________________

Relationship ____________________________________  Phone ___________________

Name __________________________________________________________________

Relationship ____________________________________  Phone ___________________

I will notify The Business Forum of any change in my educational status.

______________________________________________
_________________________

Signature






Date

Questions?  Call Briana Houlihan (608) 240-3601.

Submit typewritten responses to the following questions (reference the question you are responding to):

Scholastic Information

A.
List your educational history, beginning with high school.  Include major, grade point average, degree and date awarded.

B.
Have you received any other specific academic recognition?  Explain.

C.
What are your educational goals?

Financial Need

D.
Briefly explain how you will finance your education and describe your need for scholarship assistance.  List other financial aid you have received or for which you have applied.

E.
Include a FAFSA application, SAR, or statement listing your household’s gross income (earnings, child support, etc.), your monthly expenses (rent/mortgage, insurance, child care, loans, credit card payments, etc.), your savings and/or investments, and your annual tuition costs.  Because our deadlines are early in the school year, it is acceptable to print out a FAFSA form, complete it, sign it and send a copy to us before you file it.
Employment/Community History

F.
List jobs held in the past three years, dates employed, names of employers, skills involved, and recognition/awards received.

G.
List community involvement and volunteer work (unpaid).

Essay Questions

(Limit each response to 100 words or less)

H.
How do you intend to pursue your education or training?  Identify significant challenges you expect to encounter in completing your education.

I.
What are your long-range career goals and how do you plan to pursue them?

J.
Identify accomplishments, activities, or personal qualities that demonstrate your commitment to your professional goals.

K.
Describe key experiences that have brought you to this point in your life.

Reference Form

To Applicant:  Copy and give this form to each person supplying a reference.

___________________________________________ is applying for a scholarship from The Business Forum.

Please write a letter answering the following:

1. How long and in what capacity have you known the above student?

2. Please describe what attributes this individual has to successfully pursue her education/career goals.

3. Please include your name, address, and phone number.

Please mail, email or fax your reference letter directly to The Business Forum by January 6, 2012.  Do not return it to the student.  Thank you.

Scholarship Committee

The Business Forum

2424 American Lane

Madison, WI 53704

Telephone:  608-443-2486 ext. 146

Fax:  608-443-2474 or 608-443-2478

tbf@thebusinessforum.org
www.thebusinessforum.org
Questions?  Call Briana Houlihan (608) 240-3601.

